
PERSONAL SAFETY ON THE STREETS 

 
 
While working, you will visit neighborhoods that represent all types of communities. In 
those areas where you feel you are at increased risk, the use of an escort is encouraged. You 
must get approval from your Supervisor before using an escort.  
 
When working in what you feel is a high-risk area, you should always discuss the situation 
with your Supervisor. Following are some general safety tips on working safely and smartly.  

 
 Be aware of the area—assess the situation and observe people. Stay alert and tuned 

into your surroundings.  Know where you are going and walk with confidence.  
 Be familiar with your segment and plan your route before you enter the segment. 

Displaying a map will send the message that you are unfamiliar with the area. 
 Observe where you can find the nearest telephone, business, police station, fire 

station, or public building and know their hours of operation.  
 Put possessions in the trunk of your car before entering the area. Do not leave things 

visible in your car, particularly your computer.  
 Carry your computer equipment as inconspicuously as possible.  
 If anyone asks who you are, briefly tell them who you are and what you are doing. 

They may pass the word along.  
 Park your car in a well-lit area convenient to where you are working.  
 Avoid taking short cuts through dark or wooded areas. Avoid walking in areas 

where there are tall hedges or shrubs.  
 If there is no answer at a respondent’s door DO NOT try to peer in windows or lurk 

around the property.  
 Do not wear jewelry 
 Do not carry a purse.  
 Keep your photo ID badge visible.  
 If a respondent becomes physically confrontational or violent or threatens you in any 

way get yourself out of the situation as quickly as possible.  Go to the police if you 
wish to press charges. 

 Listen to your instincts, if a situation makes you uncomfortable or you feel that 
something isn’t right, it probably isn’t! 

 
 


